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it; 406 together enter into, Hiftory | 
Man's Gr, as recorded_in\the nas of Chapters 

of Genelſis.: my Thoughts, in ibe whole; are fome- - 

er nds tis Fad or Prop, af 
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In 
Chara Tae \ 
To me it is. evident, — BY 
themſelves, which through: Nen Wan | 155 
nation aue receide as umnαaiied Truths : Aud this 
e that: Adam ond Eve were: made 
6A Vane For m Part, I own it is nat 
e 
m Geneſis i. 26. 40 our l 
S * 
i 1+ is well. known he Sabbath, N e's 
have its firſt Riſe, from God's Reſting on the 
Day; 1. e. from fauſhing. the Works of the Creatia in 
ſ Days and that its fartber Sundtion is owing. $0 6 
2 Commands . The firſt-is grounded 8323 
a pd BAY. Fre IHR the — 
Ver it can oved from the former 
Texts that os de wa — —— the ſeventh 
d, nen Sabbath, in its fol h, 


vi PREFACE, 


and Defren, depends not on bare Reft, or mere Sove- 


reingty, hut flows, conſequentially, from fuch a Work aud 
Ordinance of God : For to this prior Conflitution in Ge- 


neſts, the Reaſon annexed to the Imjuntion in Exodus, 


evidently refers. 

„ Principles \ then I intend fukb a Khotledge d. 
$2 Wil uh lle original Defign of Things: What we 
are to underffand by the Order of God's Works,” ut re- 
wealed in hi Word. Thus finding in abe Word of * 
that the ſacrrd Solemnity of the Sabbath is owing 
Creation of Adam, of the Image er God, 5 in perfect 
 Holint/s and Refiitude, on the ſevemt h Day, xe arrive to 
that God himſelf ordained and- out to us 
ts re This therefore ts the Summit of human 
in Things revealed; founded on a Conſtitution 
— Divine Wiſdom to give, and Man, in bis moſt 
perfet? Slate, to recetue. Aul the Service of barmoniz. 


ing" the Word of God by bis Works, ir" my Apology for 


this Undertaking. | 

5 \& bo dory-other n Principles e befides the 
Being of a God, and Acrountableneſs of intelligent Crea- 
Tures to hum as ibe God of — pa 

neceſſary to on : I free 

NT as any ur ras ted Ig, ur wha 
kk m- the Order of "God's Works, and more emi- 
5 af relate" to the Hiſtory of. Man's Creation: 
n 
E Printiples, one, me, 
2 n Fee, or Standart of Truth; 


« , «or unlimited ſoever be forms them, 
i Pola 7 eat of and ind, ff. err not, 
Tt "do wor, % rational intelleffial Knowledge, 


to fimple Faith, or mere. Opinion, as it is grounded 
Bade and dialen, The Harmony 
"and Works. Wa 
\ e firſt Printiples gion, 
mar ay Notion of them is right — And what I bere un- 
a to prove is OI FRONTS eh 


PREFACE. _ 


the Harmony of God's Ward and Worts, from Natural 

and Revealed Religion, when I make uſe of Revelation 

only as my Theſis, — laying down one natural Prins 
to be collated with it, may ſeem firange. © And yet 

F the Reaſons given, are ſuch as che Light of Nature, 
bo aided by Revelation, dictates; or if 
when fully known, evidences the ſame Things genuine 
Reaſon teaches ; as I think it does; then the Things them- 
ſelves being taken from Revelation, and proved conſouant 
to Reaſon, evince the Harmony of God's Word and Warks, 
from all the Natural and Revealed Religion we have. Se. 
parate from this, what are Natural of even Revealed Prin- 
ciples ? Every one ſquares them to bis liking. 

It may be flill ſaid, without a Revelation tue : could 
have no Knowledge from the Order of God's Works, in 
the Manner bere deſigned: As for Inſtance, . wwe = 
never have known by any pofitrve Law, Rule, or Or- 
der of Working, how the Sabbath came at firſs to be 
ſandtiſied; and therefore, whatever Principle is made uſe of 
to evince it, it is in no Senſe natural, but purely re 
Is anſiver to this, I ſay, 1t is a patural - Principle to 
conclude perfect Happinefs agrees only to perfet? Rectitude : 
And then, that the Sabbath, or feventh Day Reft, in its 
firt Inſtitution and Defign, is typical ef, or correſponds 
only to, ſuch a State, will appear from this Suljeft : Aud 
if ſo, the Objection amounts to no more than this=—In the 
Word of God we have more thajs Nature teaches, or. 
could teach without a Revelations which is very true, 
and this the Santtion of the Sabbath, from the Creation 
of Adam on the ſeventh Day, is deſigned one Proof and 
Infance of. 

But from this Conceſſion one Objeftion more may ariſe y 
and that is; How can I, with any Propriety or Pretence 
call that a firſt Principle of Natural Religion, which is 
more than Nature teaches, or could teach, without a Re. 
velation Why thus—A firft Principle of Natural Religion 

is only a terminating Point of Knowledge grounded upon 
7 on: one fir "A of Revealed Religion : Or, in 


" other * 


. —— . . ts ts Es n — 


vii PREFACE. 
other Words, thus—1t is OUR complete adequate Knows. . 
| fome firſt Principle of Revealed Religion, gained = C 
Uſe and Exerciſe of the rational Faculties; 
of Revealed Religion, becomes a firſt | 
of Natural Religion, to us, when thus obtained; 
| and uy bore, Thus, firft Principles of Revealed Reli- | 
gion (like niathematical ot Principles obtained) are given | 
ri: nd firft Principles of Natural Religion (like 
al colleive Knowledy e's po a poſteriori. And thus 
; ah 1 tink al fr rinciples of Natural and Revealed 
Religion are united. 
However, be theſe Things 6s they will, Jam far 
any Thing of mine ſhould take Place, that does not 
with Truth. I had much rather every one could 
. Therefore, whutever new 
Things the | Reader may find, let bim not too fuddenly 
receive, nor baſtily reer them. For the more Truth is 
tried, it increaſes in „ Strength, e Error declines; 
and prows lighter by weig 
| the whole, if 1 one can bring more ſubſtantial 
Prey Re digs fr Rr 3 | 
he Ref 7 I if it proves no more than an 
fur fron me a Pleaſure, and the World a4 
Vale, 7 ful eh fujoin ey early Wiſs, da 
dark Thought of mine may ſubmit me Reaſon, a3 
zo the * of the Moon, and vaniſh before Reve-. 


lation, as Miſt before the Sun. 


* * * 
5 
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[ RELIGIO STATICA, 
SUBJECT IL. n 
The CREATION of MAN. 


FPRO PUNKT N 


Adam was made on the Seventh Day, and 
not on the Sixth, or any Day, in which 
Gad created the Heavens and the Earth. x 


HAI may eſtabliſh the Truth of this 
A Propoſition beyond all reaſonable Doubt 
dor Diſpute, I ſhall firſt remove the ground- 
0 les Support of the common Opinion, then 
proceed to a poſitive Proof, which 1 ſhall afterwards 
confirm from the Doctrine of Chriſt and St. Paul; 
whereby the Harmony of both Teſtaments, may be 
ſeen at the ſame Time, with the Harmony of God's 
Word and Works, DOES 
And the only Reaſon I know, and believe can be 
given, why it is ſo generally thought Adam and Eve 
| were made on the ſixth Day, is, becauſe it is faid, at 
1. the Conclufion of that Day's Work, Let us make 
Man; * ſo God created Man, Cc. _ 
This, without any proper Enquiry into the Mean- 
ing of the Words (as will be ſhewn hereafter,) hath *\ 
received the Stamp of 1 80 and paſſed current | 
hs lets = to 
The Propoſition itſelf taken from the Hiſtory of Man's 
Creation recorded in * two * Chapters of Gengſt. 85 
Gen. 1. 26. 


* 


vol . * 
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the very Words, on 8 


2 Religio Statica. 

to this Time. But give me leave, at my firſt En- 
trance upon this Subject, to ſay, it is too Night a 
Foundation for Knowledge. It is as expreſly ſaid, after 
the Heavens and the Earth, and all the Hoſt of them 
were finiſhed, that berewas not a Man 10 till the Ground? 
And is not this, pon the ſame: Authority, equal? 
In the ſecond Chapter, we alſo find the diſtinct 
Formation of Alam, a Covenant made with him, and 


other Occurrences, before Eve was made; for, © for 


Adam there was not (yet) found an Help meet for him," « 
and yer they are both ſpoke of Chap. 1. as exiſting 
together, And is not this upon the ſame Word and Au- 
therity, equal, or more than equal, to the general Opi- 
nion of Mankind, grounded only upon à tranſient ſu- 
* Reading the Words, Let us make Man, &c? 
r 
The ſecond Chapter, ſo far as relates to the Crea- 
tion of Alam and Eve, is took only for a Repetition 
and Enlargement of the firſt; or what gives us a more 
articular and diſtin&- Account of the Manner of 
their Creation, But this is to read the Scripture, only 


as a Hiffory, without conſulting the Reaſon of the Di- 
vine Wiſdom. in every Part and Word thereof. And 


= 


what makes it the more to be wondered at, is; that 
Opinion is 
grounded, are ſpoke only by Way of Canſallation or 
prior Determination, and not of an immediate Execution 
of them. So that there is no Foundation to conclude 
from Gen. i. 2 6. that Alam was made on the ſixth Day. 

Nor do even the Words themſelyes uphold the Idea 
fixed to them, Let us mate Nan, hath nothing. to 
do with the Dq he was created; and the following 
Words, * 89 Gotl made Man after bis own Image, reſpects 
the Jnage, and not the Day, in which he was created, 


And if we conſider Man as the ſupreme Lord of this 


Tower World, for whoſe Sake it was made, it is r 

Wonder he ſhould be ſpoke of, at the Concluſion o 
the ſixth and laſt Day's Work, (of the * 
3 %% lr 


* 


nn Pe. 20. "'# 
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maining opake Maſs of Matter, and Cod called theLight,? 


Soz. IJ. The Creation of Man. RE 


of the Heavens and the Earth) as exiſting with it, 


. Tho" he was not made nor is any thing, färther 
wanting to reconcile the Difficulty, and both Chap- 


ters together, than to ſuppoſe God, in the firſt Chap- 
ter, propoſes only to make Alam and Eve, and place 
them at the Head of his ſix Days Works; which is 
no hard Thing for us to do, of that God who made 
all Things out of nothing, and calls Things that are 
not, as if they were. 200 
But, what may ſeem more ſurprizing, the ſixth Day's 
Work was not finiſhed till the Morn of the ſeventh. 


Por after we are told in the Beginning of the ſecond 


Chapter, that the Heavens and the Earth were finiſhed, 
or made after the Manner related in the firſt; it 
goes on,. And on ihe Seventh Day God ended bis Wort 
which he had made: ei. e. on the Mornof the Seyenth Day 


the ſixth Day's Work was finjbed. And this anſwers 


to the Order of Time in the whole. 


« — | ; 


(For, In the Beginning, or firſt ſetting out, © G 


created the Heavens and the Earth,? 5. e. the Materials of 


which he formed this lower World; but there was 
not one Day's Work yet compleated ; as is evident 
from what follows; Aud the Earth was without Form 
and Void, a rude and undigeſted Chaos, and Darkneſs 
was upon the Face of the Deep A univerſal Evening 
or Silence ſat upon the Face of the whole. And then 
follows the Manner in which it was reduced into Form. 
© And the Spirit of God moved upon the Face of the Waters,” - 


the more ſubtil and adapt Parts of Matter, and God, 


by his creating Power, ſaid let there be Light,” or a Sepa- 
ration of the tenuious and more ſubtil from the groſs 
and more ſolid Parts of Matter, Aud there was Light,” 
or a dawning Day produced from ſuch a Diſtribu. 
tion and Arrangement of Parts, and God ſaw the L, 
that it was good, or anſwered the End for which he de- 
ſigned it, © and God divided the Light from the Darkneſs,? 


* 


or made a Separation between the tenuious and the re. 


B 2 A 


Pr 


s Gen, ii. 11 2 Ver. 2. firſt Part, 


4 Religio Statica. | 
the reflecting Part already formed, Day; © and the 
Darkneſs, or the reſt of the unformed Chaos © he called 
Night ;' and the Evening and the Morning,” the firſt 
formed ſilent Chaos, and a ſimple Diviſion of its Parts, 
© were the firſt Day,? or this was the firſt Work of God.“ 
And thus the Evening precedes the. Morning, and 
.the Morning of the firſt Day enters into or borders 
upon the ſecond, and fo on to the ſeventh.) 

And after God had reſted, or ceaſed for a wohile,* 
from all his Works which he HAD made; then 
follows the Sanction of the Sabbath. And God Bleſſed 
the Seventh Day, and ſanti;fied it, s and that for the fol- 
lowing Reaſon ; * becauſe that in it be bad reſted, or 
ceaſed, * from all his other Works," i. e. his ſix Days 
Works, © which God created,” (not and had made as be- 
fore; but for this very End and Purpoſe) 70 
MAKE, i. e. Man the ſupreme Lord and Governour 
of the whole. g 
That this is the true Reading, will receive ſome 

Light from hence. Without it there is a manifeſt 
Tautology (nay more Tautologies than one) a Thing 
never found in Scripture when the Place is fully un- 
derſtood. The former, or latter, Part of the ſe- 
cond Verſe (for the Words ended and reſted in the 
common Way of Reading intend juſt the ſame 
Thing) and the firſt Part of the third Verſe (Aud 
God bleſſed the Seventh Day, and ſanctiſied it,) had con- 
cluded the Senſe of the whole. But there is a Rea- 
ſen given in the third Verſe, and that with a conſide- 


rable Variation of Terms. 
| Beſides, 


- -* This Senſe of the Words to me is determined from hence— 
God's dividing the Light from the Darkneſs, in the fourth Verſe, 
cannot mean the ſame as in the fourteenth, when the Sun, Moon, 
and Stars were made. tara 
OC Ges. hav Part. Ver. 3. 
© + That this may appear more plain, 1 ſhall ſet down the 
Words together in the Order they ſtand. * And on the Seventh 
Day God ended his Work which he had made; and he refled on 
the Seventh Day from all his Works which he had made: And 
Od bleſſed the Seventh Day, and ſanctiſied it: becauſe that in 8 
: | 3 5 5 32 [4 


SUB). I. The.Creation'of Man. & 

Beſides, it is the Work of tach Day that denotes 
it the Firſi, Second, Third, Fourth, Fi 2 Sixth; and 
pray why not the Seventh ? Does a bare Ceſſation 

rom Work, conſtitute a Day, or give a San#ian to it? 
Or when God reſted from all his Works (Adam and 
4 * included) did he reſt for a Day, or for ever? In 

the common Reading the Words leaves no Rea- 
" for the Sanction of the Sabbath, and but little 
room for Knowledge from the Order of God's 
Works. 

In the next Place nothing is more evident than 
that the ſacred Penman deſigns the 26" Verſe, in- 
cluſive of the firſt Chapter, to the full Period in the 
31* and laſt Verſe, an independent Sentence, contain- 

a Summary of God's Works on the Zarth, and 

_— of Dominion to Adam and Eve over them. 
This therefore is a Parentbeſs, and may be read by 
a careful Reader without any Connection with what 
goes before or follows after. 

Not only fo, but then the ſixth and laſt Day's 
Work, of the Creation of the Heavens and. the 
Earth, concludes with the laſt Words of the Gs 
ter, «And the Evening and the Morning were the fixth Day. 
And this is the Manner in which all. the preceding: 
Days, which reſpect the Produce of the Earth, con- 
= And it is farther remarkable, that the Things 
made on the fixth Day are particularly deſcribed-1n, 
the 240 and 25* Verſes before it is laid, Li us 
make Man. 

And it may be worth noting that every Day's 
Work is moſt ſimple and uniform, and riſes in due 


n. T hus the frft n s Work was a 
5 dauning 


be had reſted "ow all his Works, which God created, and bad” 
made. 
rr judge whether the Words, . Ard God: 
efled on the Seventh Day from all bis Works, therefore, God 
e the Seventh Day, and ſunctiſſed it, would not have con- 
ciuded the Senſe of the whole, if there was no other Meaning Ja 
chem than what is generally underſtood. = 
-® The whole Hiſtory favours the Opinions 88 4 


9 > 
* 
128 


* * 
93 


6 Neligio Statica. * 
dawning Light from a confuſed Chaos. The Second, 
a Diviſion of the Firmament, the Ether, or univer- 
fal Expanſum. The Third a Collection of the re- 
maining Waters, that the Sea might be formed 
and the Earth better fitted for Vegetation. The 


Fourth, the Luminaries of Heaven, to divide the | 
Day from the Night, to meaſure out Time, and to 


invigorate and enliven the whole Earth. The Ffth, 
the Fiſh of the Sea, and Fowls of the Air. The 
Sixth, the Beaſts of the Earth and creeping Things. 
Thus there is an exact Diſtance 5 7 through 
the whole. Why ſhould we then couple Man Be- 
" Ferogeneoufly with the Beaſts and creeping Things? Is 
this to diſtinguiſh him from the reſt of the Crea« 
tion? No ſurely ! How much ſoever he is become 
like the Beaſts that periſh. But to make him after- 
wards, and give him Dominion over the Creatures, 
is. And therefore I add, | 
That the Formation of Adam of the Duſt of the 
Ground, and a Spirit of Life infuſed into it, where- 
by he became a living Soul, is a new Creation: New 
in Reſpect of, or in Contradiſtinction to the ſix Days 
' Works. And this may be proved from the Oppo- 
ſition of Days mentioned in the Creation of Man, 
and the Creation of the Heavens and the Earth. 
In the ſecond Chapter, at the 4* Verſe, it is ſaid, 


Theſe are the Generations, of the Heavens and the 


Earth, in the Day the Lord God made the Heavens 


and the Earib.“ And in the fifth Chapter, at the 


1* Verſe, it is ſaid, this is the Book of the Genera- 
tions of Alam, in the Day God created Man.“ 


It is obvious there is a Diſtinction of Days, be- 


tween the Creation of Man, and the Creation of the 


Heavens and the Earth ;. from whence. we may 
- Plainly infer Man was not created am of ihe Days 


the Heavens and the Earth were created, for they 


are. 


„ The Oppoſition of Days between the Creation of Man, and , 
the Creation of the Heavens and the Earth, farther illuſtrates the 


Truth of it. : 


b Sv BJ. I. The Creation of Man. 7 

T are put in Oppoſition to the Creation of Man, as ane 
. Day. This with what goes before makes it very 
evident Man was not created on the ſixth Day. Nor 
can the two firſt Chapters of Gengſis be reconciled 
upon the Suppoſition; which ought to be conſidered.. 
| But to compleat the whole; one Thing more is 
obſervable in the Hiſtory, and chat is, upon the 
Creation of Adam and Eve, the Words, * And God 
faw that it was good, are left Out. Now, How muſt 
this Deficiency be ſupplied, but by a higher and 
more ſuperlative Good ſome Way implied, tho? 
not expreſſed? And what can this be but the Sanc- 
tio of the Sabbath itſelf from the Creation of Alam 
on the Seventh Day; and that as a ſelf-evident 
Thing, without any Need of the additional Words, 
And God 'ſaw- that it was good, or © the Even 
ing and the Morning. were the Seventh Day being 
made in a State of perfect Reſt. and Hdppinels, 
1 after the Image of God his Creator? 

| This is what I; ſhall now offer a more poſitive | 
; e Proof of: Such a one, as foreign as at firſt it may | 

appear, at laſt will be found adequate to ar beſt | 
Reaſon and Conception as Men. bas 

* And this I ground upon the Reaſon, «hy God 
blefſed the Seventh Day, and ſanctified it: namely, 
© Becauſe, that in it he HAD refed, from all his 
Works, which God created, TO M AK Es" * 
Now we know the Creator” of the Ends of 
the Earth fainteth not, neither is weary.'; The 
RES T therefore muſt belong to ſomething elſe: 
And that the Words in the original are created TO 
MAK E, and not created and made, as in our Tran- 
Nation, I ſuppole will be granted. We muſt there. 
fore look out for the proper Senſe of them. And 
here I think we muſt fix upon one of theſe, either 
that there remained ſomething to be made, after the 
fix Days Works; or that God reſted, or ceaſed from 
| all his Works, to conſtitute @ Day of Reft tor A 
1 
© The Sanftion of the Sabbath a poſitive Proof of it. 


— 111 
—— ee ave + -— woawa_ 
_ 


8 Religis Statica. | 
And in which Senſe ſoever we take them, Man is 
principally regarded. 4. 

If we take them im the firſt Senſe, it immediately 
refers to the Creation of Man himſelf; for Alam and 
Eve at the Head of the ſix Days Works contains 
the whole. And if we take them in the ſecond, 
we cannot well avoid inferring, that Adam at leaſt, 
was made on the Seventh Day; for bare Reſt, or 


Ceſſation from Work, is not the moſt lively Repre- 


ſentation, we ourſelves are able to form, of a ſanctified 
Sabbath. | | 

Adam, no doubt, when he was firſt made, entered 
into a State of REST; and rendered aiv Praiſes 
to God for making and placing him, an intelligent 
Creature, at the Head of all his other Works, in 
the Midſt of an Earthly Paradiſe. And in this 
State d Reſt or Happineſs he had remained, not 
for a Day, or one Day in ſeven, but for ever, had 


he not broke the Command and Covenant of hit 


God. So that a Day of Reſt, or a Sabbath, bleſſed 
and ſanctified, we may from hence ſee, refers to the 


- Grſt "Conſtitution of Man, or that State of Reft 


and Happineſs he entered into the Day he was 
created. + | 3 2h 
| Nor 


perhaps it might be proved from the original State of Map, 
being compounded of Matter and Spirit, that if Adam had never 
fell, he and his Poſterity would, after a certain Number of Years, 
when had acquired a full and perfect Knowledge, of the 
Works of God, in this lower World, and of God in them, as 
far as his Works here will admit of, have been tranſlated into a 
higher, and more ſpiritual Life ; and their dat ron; tho' grow- 
ing and enereaſing with their Knowledge, would have been perpe- 
tual, uninterrupted, and complete, f. e. would always been com- 


menſurate to their preſent Capacity, or Power of receiving. 


. The Reader at preſent. may take this only as Matter of Opi- 
nion ; for if Man was to have had an eternal Abode on the Earth, 
fo long as it is allowed he would have remained in a perfect State 
of Reit, had he never ſinned, it ſerves my Purpoſe here. - + 

+ The Inſtitution of one Day in ſeven under the Fall, is of a 
different Conſideration ; it carries in it the Nature of a New Co- 


Venant ; Way, it is a Type of New Covenant Bleſſings. But if gen 


* 
P * * * 1 
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Nor indeed can I fee (and muſt leave it to them 
who can) any Reaſon for the Sanction of the Sab- 
bath, in Exod. xx. or in any other parallel Place, 
but in this Light, Was the Sabbath at firſt ſanc- 
tified merely as a Day of Reſt, or was Adam called 
upon, when he was firſt made, to keep one Day in 
ſeven holy, becauſe God made the Heavens and. the 
Earth in fix? Or was he not rather called upon from 
his original Conſtitution and Make (the Law of his 
Creation, being made after the Image of God his 
Creator) to keep every Day a like holy (as God is 
holy) being placed in a State of Reſt and Happineſs 
at the Head of the ſix? TE OO | 
I chink the Argument lies in the latter, and if it 
does, Man muſt be made on the ſeventh, and 
not on the fixth, or 0 Reaſon can be aſſigned for the 
Sanfion of the Sabbath. J 885 
What is there in the Seventh Day more than 
another, but for the foregoing Reaſon? The Ten 
Commands themſelves, Which are all of them ſo 
ſtrictly and afreſhenjoined, are but the Law of Nas 
ture reyived by the Goſpel , and ſhall we not then 
allow the fourth Command the concluding Grace (for 
in fix Days the Lord made Heaven and Earth, the 
Sea, and all that in them is, and reſted on the Se- 
venth Day; wherefore the Lord Bleſſed the Seventh 
Day, and ſanctified it) to belong to the Law of 
Man's Nature, or muſt we ſtill look upon it as 3 
one added to his original Conſtitution ? 
We may, with equal Reaſon, ſuppoſe Adam before, 
he fell was to get his Bread by the Sweat of his. 
Brows ſix Days in ſeven, becauſe God took ſix Days 
to make the Heavens and the Earth in; (which be 
could bave done at once and reſted on the Seventh Day. 
Indeed fince the Fall, fore-known to God, his 


this had not its commanding Force from ſome prior natural Con- 
ſtitution of Things, it muſt be reſolved into mere Will and Flea - 
ſure, which is too great a Reflection on the harmonious OEco- 
nomy of Divine Revelation, as it affords little or no Encoura e- 
ment to ſearch after the full Underſtanding of the Mind and wall 
of God, in his Word: Whoſe Words are filled with Wiſdom. 


TO Anis Statica, Sb 


Wiſdom and Goodneß again appear great, both in 
conſtituting and enjoining one Day in ſeven, to be 
kept as a Day of Reſt, or holy Sabbath unto the 
Lord, in Commemoration of New Covenant Bleflings, 
or the ſuperabundant Reſtoration * of that State of Reſt 
and Happineſs MAN was made in on the SEVENTH 
DAY. And in appointing him, as a Fruit and Ef- 
fect of his Sin, during his imperfect State below, 
ſuch a proportioned Number of Days, for Labour 
and Toll, as God took in making this lower World; 
as Man, "who was made LORD, and ſhould have 
been the Regulator of the whole, hath by his Tranſ- 


greſſion marred and inverted the original Beauty 


and Harmony of this grand and ſtupendous Fabric, 
which the Divine Wiſdom and Goodneſs had ſo won- 
derfully made, and richly furniſhed with all neceſſary 
Bleſſings for an earthly Paradiſe. So far for Proof. 

+ It remains that I confirm the Truth of the Pro- 
poſition from the Doctrine of Chriſt and St. Paul. 
And this I do, not for want of Proof (the Reader 
himſelf being Judge) but to ſhew the Harmony of 
both Teſtaments in Concurrence with the Order of 
God's Works ; and toilluſtrate, by my firſt Principle, 
a Paſſag eor two of Scripture pertaining to this Subject, 

And the firſt Place I ſhall bring is a Part, and 
the Concluſion of . Chriſt's Anſwer to the Phariſees, 
when they accuſed his Diſciples of doing what they 
eſteemed unlawful to. be done on the Sabbath. Day. 
Mark ii. 2% Where we find, after Chriſt had took 
off the Edge of their Accuſation, by aſking them, 
© If they had never read, what David did, when he had 
need, and was an bungred; be, and they that were with 
bim? © How be entered into the Houſe of God, in the 
* of Wiatbar the High Fri, and did eat of Naa 

115 Setting aſide all primitive ICC. nge of the Se- 
venth Day for the call (the Arc —The Change of valid 
from the Reſurrection of Chriſt on that Day, as all the Bleſſings of 


the New Covenant were then fully complete and ended. Thus it 
is ſaid, © He roſe for their Juſtification.” : 


. e lr frm che ease of Cit and 
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Shew Bread, which is not lawful to eat; but for ibe 

Prieſts ;, and gave alſo to them that were with bim? Which 
ls appealing to what the Phariſees eſteemed lawful from 
the Old Teſtament; He then tells them the true Na- 


ture or firſt Inſtitution of the Sabbath, viz. The Sab. 


Zatb was made for Man, and not Man for the Sabbath.” 


How the. Sabbath was made for Man, and not 


a Man for the Sabbath, I reſerve for the Concluſion 
of this Text. At preſent I only obſerve, it muſt be on 


the Day in which he was created, otherwiſe we are un- 
der a Neceſſity of taking a Day of Reſt, for a Ceſ- 
ſation of bodily Labour; (becauſe on the Seventh 
Day God reſted from all his Warks,) to be the whole 
intended: The Phariſees bef# Fudgment and Opinion: 
or elſe that Man in his primitive Conſtitution, or from 
the Beginning; was deſigned to render active Praiſes 
to God only one whole Day in ſeven, according to 
the Levitical Law, and Jewiſh Traditions alen 


from thence; which is contrary to the Spirit, and 


Letter, of Chriſt's Argument in this Place, as the 
Concluſion Chriſt draws in the following 28 Verſe 
teſtifies; © Therefore the Son of Man is LORD alſo of 
the Sabbath* Wherefore ? Not in being made ſubject 
to Times and Seaſons; but in having a ſovereign 
Power and Dominion given him from God, in whoſe 
Image he was made, over all Things here below. _ 
And if by the Son of Man we ſuppoſe (without Rea- 
ſon) Chriſt himſelf is intended in this Place; it alters 
not the Force of the Argument, for Lordſhip im- 


plies Right and Dominion; and this the firſt Alam 


ad before he fell, in his own Perſon, even an abſo- 


lute Power over the whole moral Law. 


This may alſo be gathered from a parallel Place 

, 6d, and 7 Verſes, we have 
theſe additional Words, Have ye not read in the 
Law,” How that the Prieſis in the Temple prophane the: 
Sabbath (that is upon the fame Score the Phariſees 
condemned Chriſt's Diſciples) and are blameleſs ?? 


that is, the Prieſts in the Phariſees Eſteem were 
af e C2 . blameleſs 


2 Levit, viii. 31, 2 
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blameleſs becauſe of a ritual Right,) * But ſays Grit, 
742 unto you, that in this Place is one greater than the 
Temple,” (and conſequently could give a greater Sanc- 
tion) and then adds, But F. ye bad known what 
this meaneth, I will bave Mercy, and not Sacrifice, ye 
would not have sondemned the Gulith, for the Son of Man 
is Lord even of the Sabbath Day 
The mainPur 5 if not Net Meaning of Chriſt's 
Anſwer to the Phariſees in ef P Place, I take to be this 
— Thatſettingaſide Chriſt's Superiority to the Temple, 
and conſequently he could give a greater Sanction to his 
Diſciples, than the Temple to the Prieſts *—If they 
{the Phariſees) had had any juſt Notion of Mercy, 
how it excells all the Sacrifices of the Levitical Law, 
ey would not have condemned his Diſciples for 
Illing and eating a few Ears of Corn, on the Sab- 
th Day, to ſupply their Want; and more eſpe- 


cially, + if they had known and conſidered that it 


was 
wy i Hol. vi. 6. 
The Phariſees being entirely ignorant of Chriſt's Perſon and 
Character, as God- Man, he does not inſiſt upon his 'Prehemi- 
nence to the Temple and Its Worſhip, but to convince them makes 
uſe of an Argument taken from the moral Law: For, the Words 
— But in this Place is one greater than the Temple, —are no ſooner 
aſſerted, than it follows—* Bat if ye had known what this mean- 
erb, J aun have Mere, and not Sacrifice, ye would not have com- 
dennted \the Guiltleſs." Therefore i it is 1 u eee Lin 
Anſwer as above. 

+ The Words alſo in the eight 9 x For Man is Lord 
even of the Sabbath Day —are poke by ay of E minencr, and 
not as a mere Conſequence or Concluſion yt the ſeventh, as 
will appear upon reading them together. —Bat if ye bad known 


'  awhat this meanetb, I wwill have Mercy, and not Sacrifice, ye would 


not have condemned the Guiltleſs,— x Min is Lord even of the 
Sabbath Day.“ Man's being Lord of the Sabbath Day hath no- 
thing to do with Mercy being above Sacrifice, but is an additional 
Argument to ſtrengthen the whole. Hence it is I have given the 
Turn above ta the Words. 

And indeed I ſhould have choſe to have N the Senſe of the 
Place, thus, —not to inſiſt e my Preheminence to the Tem 
nd its Worſhip-—nor of Man iority to the Sabbath às Lord 
of it, of both — There you to E 


minals without an immoral Act laid to their Charge. But this 
would have been altering the Order of the TR which I * not 
care, for ſome Reaſons, to do. 


— ü 


e ignorant; yet the Principles of 
Nature or Humanity would teach you not to make Perſons Cri- 


" 


YL 


as 10 Reaſon can be aſſigned, why a 
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my n Man's Account the Seventh Day, at firſt, 
nctified. And thus Chriſt refutes the Trad 
1 of the Phariſees upon the Principles of Reaſon, 
AS, in the Verſes before, he had upon Revelation. 
And this Way of Reaſoning agrees to the moral 
Nature and Perfections of God, as well as the firſt 
State of Man. For if God in the Promulgation of 
bis Laws acted only as a Sovereign, the Infraction of 
them could not be diſpenſed with on any Pretence 
whatever; David, tho a King, had been inexcuſable 
for entering the Houſe of God, eating, the Shew. 
Bread, and giving to them that were with him, 
which according to the Ordinance and Command 
of God, was not lawful for any to eat of but the 
Prieſts. The Law being founded only. in Pleaſure, 
David's preſſing Occaſions had been no Plea for the 
Violation of the Law; it muſt have been the ſame 
Arbitrary Will that made the Law that remitted the 
Penalty-annexed to the Tranſgreſſion. But, if the 
Laws of God as a Sovereign, are founded e, 
as undoubtedly they are, the acting e true 
Reaſon and Nature of Things is the Fulfillment of 
the Law; and thus David, in in ent Circumſtances, 
ſinned not; that is, did not break the Law of God 
(the moral Law and only Rule of Right) in this In- 
ſtance, which is founded in Juſtice, the Ballance of 
Sovereignty—the King's own gracious Patent — 
all arbitrary er ot 2 
The ſame of Reaſoning holds good in reſ⸗ 
tof the Sabbath. For if God at firſt enjoined one- 
y in ſeyen-to be kept holy merely on the Account, 
of his making the — and the Earth in fix 
Days, and reſting on. the ſeventh.— The Sanction of. 
the abbath is refal alved into mere Will and Pleaſure, 
poſitive Law 
or Command ſhould be impoſed, ond Man puniſhed 
for Non-obedience, without ſome Obliquity 1 A the 
Aktion to render the Breach of Law ſinful.? "I 


* It is no Objection here tt 
Obligations to all God's Revealed will wow we krowh 


** 
E * 
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But it is notorious that Alam was obliged by the 
11 of Creation, or that Relation he ſtood in to 


God, in the Day he was made, and that after God's 


own Image, to keep every Day alike holy, and 

not one Day in ſeven; and if ever he did not, it was 

a Breach of the Law of Creation or Sin againſt God. 
I hall therefore conclude this Argument of Chriſt's 


in the following ſyllogiſtic Manner, that thoſe who 


are Maſters of Logic may try if they can find any 


E:- Flaw in the Propoſition, Aſſumption or Concluſion, 


| . although” 


If not, it ought to be looked upon as ſome additi- 
onal Strength to the whole. 


If Man was made frf?, and then a Day of Reſt 
made and appointed for him; then Man 
was made ts the Sabbath (or keeping one 
Day in ſeven holy) and not the Sabbath (or a 
perfect State of Reſt) for Man. 
N e Contra. 
I. Man was made on a Day of Reſt, then the 
Sabbath itſelf, and not one Day in ſeven, 
wa made for Man. 
But Man was made on a Day of Reſt. (and 
-- Not before or after.) Therefore the Sabbath was' 
made for Man, and not Man for the Sabbath.* Or 
which is the lame Thing in Reſpect to Adam, 
he was made in a State of perfect Reſt and 
U pg, or on the Seventh DW. 
The next Place I ſhall bring in Confirmation of 
this Truth is in Hebrews iv. 3. The Words are theſe. 
Fur we that have believed do enter into Reſt, as be ſaid, 


the 


End the . or any Part of it was enjoined; for no longer than . 
we eye God as holy, wiſe, juſt, and good, as well as a Sove- 
reign ; we haveno — — —— of him or his Word. 

* . Note; that the Force of the Argument lies in the Soperiaityo 
of that which was made {af As for Inſtance; ſuppoſing the Words 
to have been The Creation itſelf was made for Man; and not 
Man for the Creation. If we do not conſider the whole Creation 
made firſt, for the Uſe of Man, we have no true Con ties 
of the Words, nor can we draw any juſt Concluſion from 
And thus all 2 relating to the Order of God's Works, 25 
to a underſtood. 


* 

= 

*. 
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Man, in the Day he was created, or from the n- 
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the Warks were finiſhed from the Foundation of tbr World. 


+ Our Buſineſs here, and wherever there is a Chain 
of Argument, is to make the Place agree in itſelf, 
and to all it ſtands connected with. In order to hee 
J ſhall firſt conſider the Senſe of the Words, A 
though the Worts were faniſhed from the Foundation of | the 
World, for this is the moſt difficult Part, and that on 
which the Apoſtle founds his Argument. And here 
we muſt fix upon one of theſe three Things; the 
Works of Creation, the Works of Redemption, or that 
State of Reſt Man entered into when he was created. 

The Works of Creation, merely as ſuch, as in Rec- 
pect of the Creation of the Heavens and the Earth, 
it cannot be; to ſay we that have believed do enter 
into Reſt; or, that God hath ſworn if they, Unbelic- 
vers, ſhall enter into his Reſt, © although the Works of 
Creation were finiſhed from the Faundatian of the. World., 
affords no Argument at all. The Works of Redemp- 
tion it cannot be; for the Apoſtle is ſpeaking of v 


Sort of People they are which do, or ſhall enter into chis 


Reſt ; and not of the Reſt itſelf, or the full or. imme- 
diate Poſſeſſion of it; beſides, the Works of Redemption 
were not finiſhed, either i in the ſub or ſuperla larian 
Notion of it, from the Foundation of the World, but 
either before or after. It muſt therefore refer to that 
State of Reſt Man entered into when be was een. 
And then the Senſe of the Apoſtle is th hat 
notwithſtanding there was a Day of Reſt appointed for 


dation of the World, when the Works of God were 
finiſhed (which were not completed, tho* the Heavens, 
and the Earth were created, till the Day in which 
Man was made) yet. lince the Fall, and the Wratk 
of God hath fell upon the apoſtate Race of Men, 
few, comparatively, have entered into that Reſt, 
which they loſt in Adam, and is again ee . 
the ſinful Sons of Men in Chriſt. 
Now to ſay, we that have believed do. enter into, 

or that Unbelieyers ſhall not enter into that Reſt; 


Alam was in en . * SUE 224 3 : 
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in the Day he was made, or from the Foundation t 
the World, when the Works of God were completely 
finiſhed, (and which is again reſtored for the finful 
Sons of Men in Chriſt) makes Senfe of the Place, 
and agrees with the Scope of the Apoſtle, which is to 
enforce Faith in Chrift as the only 1 of Salvation. 
We know that Reſt and Happineſs were loſt b 

Adam, and ate again reſtored by Chriſt, and obtaine 


only (or principally *) by believing. And that we 


might not be at an entire Lofs, what the Apoſtle 
means © by the Works of God being finiſhed from 
the Foundation of the World' he immediately adds, 

Verſe 4. For he ſpake in a certain Place of the $e: 
 wenth Day in this wiſe (alluding to Gen. ii. — and God 
did REST the Seventh Day from all his Worts.“ And 


* 


after he has brought his Argument to a Cloſe, to 


drove there is a Ref, or keeping of a tual Sab- 


th, remaining for the People of God, he gives this 
powerful Reaſon for it, For be that is entered tntq 
Ref, JESUS CHRIS T, he allo ceaſed from his 
Work, ib: Work of Redemption, as GOD did from his, 
the Work of Creation. FEE oY 
Therefore to conclude, If we take the Reſt, Chriſt 
the Forerunner of his People, entered into for them, 
to be prefigured by a Sevepth Day Sabbath under the 
Fall, and this Sabbath to be typical of that firſt State 
of Reſt, Man entered into the Day he was made, 
when "the Works of God were finiſhed, and the 


whole appears ' HARMONIOUS: and conſenting, 


Otherwiſe I think not: But hence we may fee how the 
Word and Works of God agree in this Point. 
For in fox Days the Lord made Heaven and Earth, the 
Sea, and all that in them is, but he reſted on the Seventh 
Day from all his fix Days Works which he had made, 
to mate Man ſupreme Lord and Governor of the whole, 
Wherefore this is the true Reaſon, formal Cauſe, or Man- 
ner in which, Cod blefed the Seventh Day, and ſanctiſied it.“ 
„1 ay principally, becauſe that Faith which is ſaving is pro- 
ductive % Hoot W or is companies with ſuch 1 8 
Senſe of. the- moral Law as is influential thereun to. 
The End of the Fi xs SugjEer. 
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